
FORT EDWARD UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
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(518) 747-4529

Dear Parents of K-6th grade students,

In August 2019, New York State became the 37th state to sign Erin’s Law into legislation. New
York State’s law - known as Erin's Law - requires public schools to teach child sexual abuse and
exploitation prevention classes to students in kindergarten through eighth grade. Erin's Law is
named for Erin Merryn, an abuse survivor and activist against child sexual abuse who has
advocated for similar laws nationwide for over a decade. Erin’s Law is intended to help children,
teachers, and parents in New York State schools identify sexual abuse, and to provide awareness,
assistance, referral, or resource information for children and families who are victims of child
sexual abuse.

The nonprofit Barbara Sinatra Children’s Center Foundation has developed the national “Protect
Yourself Rules” campaign on child abuse awareness and prevention. This program has been
endorsed by national education associations, the national YMCA, and others. The program’s
main goal is to educate children about what to do when confronted with abusive behavior, safe
and unsafe touches, going to a parent or another trusted adult if they are confronted in an unsafe
situation, and that it is not their fault. An “Unsafe Touch” is defined as touching private parts of
the body that are covered by a bathing suit. Stranger safety, Internet safety, bullying, and other
situations are also presented.

The program has been developed and scripted by child advocates, therapists, and national
scholars. It has been tested and presented in schools throughout the United States and reviewed
by our counseling staff and administration. We feel that the Barbara Sinatra Children’s Center
Foundation program is an appropriate way for us to adhere to Erin’s Law. We are fortunate that
the Washington Warren County CARE Center provides this training to our school. The training
will take place next week. A member of our counseling staff will be present in each classroom
during the training. The dates of this training will be March 18th through March 27th.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions.

Thank you,

Erin Russo
PK-12 Principal


